
 
 

 
 
Middleton’s Community & Economic Development Plan 
A big priority in District 6 is community and economic development. We are basically stagnant in 
job growth. I have already been walking the district with an eye toward an audit of the 
opportunities present in our district. I consider part of my job to be part sales person for outside 
investment, part connector to connect our local residents with new opportunities, and always 
being a strong advocate to make sure our residents reap the benefit of new economic activity. 
My first order of business will be to reopen lines of communication and rebuild trust between the 
District 6 office and the people, businesses, and community organizations driving economic 
development in Oakland and beyond. 

 

Invest in Youth with Community Learning Centers and Job Training 
One way I plan to invest more in our residents is by adding more community and learning 
centers which have proven after school and tutoring programs. Strong economic development 
cannot happen without investing in our youth.I will foster partnerships with schools, businesses, 
and labor to create more opportunities for job training and increasing youth employment. I want 
to provide youth with the tools they need to succeed in their careers. Effective afterschool 
programs are also a great source of child care, which is essential to having a thriving local 
economy. If we invest more in our youth now we can give them the tools to strengthen our 
economy tomorrow.  
 
Oakland Unified School District will also be receiving $1 million in funds from the state to 
support bus services to students.  During my time in office, I will advocate for more funding like 1

this to be used to make transit more accessible to youth and minors in Oakland. I want to 
eventually draft and support legislation which provides free fares to youth under 18 and college 
students.  
 
Support Cultural Centers and Community Based Organizations 
In addition to developing more learning centers, I want to increase support for cultural centers in 
our District. By attracting more community-based organizations to locate in our district, local 
residents will have access to important and culturally competent services. The Black Cultural 
Zone, for instance, works with residents, government agencies, faith-based organizations, and 
nonprofits to help keep black people in East Oakland.  As City Councilmember, I want to attract 2

1  https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB840 
2 https://www.eastsideartsalliance.org/blackculturalzone 
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more organizations like the Black Cultural Zone and LAO Family Center into our district to offer 
more residents the services they require. These organizations should be based on the needs of 
our community whether it’s reentry, transition age youth, workforce development, mental health, 
etc.  

A great example of a strong local community organization is the new Berkeley Homeless 
Navigation Center. It is a one stop navigation center offering wrap around services within the 
same vicinity, including: housing, mental health services, job training, substance abuse 
counselors, family reunification experts, and more. This is crucial and helps respond 
immediately to needs instead of sending people from one service provider to the other. I want to 
see a Navigation Center like this in our District.  

Improving Business Sustainability Program 
Once elected, I will immediately look into ways we can improve the Business Sustainability 
Program to help small businesses survive disruption and loss of revenue from construction of 
the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Line on International Boulevard in East Oakland. This program was 
implemented in 2015 to support businesses impacted by construction to by offering services 
such as preparing action plans, developing websites, engaging customers, enhancing curb 
appeal, and improving financial administration.  Unfortunately businesses are still waiting for the 3

assistance they applied for three years ago.  In fact, no money has been spent on this program 4

to date.  When I’m elected to City Council, I will push and advocate for AC Transit to begin 5

allocating the money and assistance they promised to businesses three years ago.  

Actively Promote District 6 as a Place for New Small Businesses 
If we want vibrant commercial districts in District 6, we need to create a safer environment for 
small businesses to thrive. More businesses mean less blight and more jobs. More jobs means 
our residents can live closer to where they work and don’t have spend time and money 
commuting long distances every day. As part of that effort, I will be out in the neighborhoods 
meeting with businesses in the district to hear their concerns and ideas for future of District 6. 
While walking our district during this campaign, I have met many residents who have exciting 
business ideas but lack city support in getting started and off the ground. Improving economic 
development in District 6 will improve our community and help sustain it for the long-term.  
 
Promote Equity in Emerging Industries  
I also want to make District 6 a model for equity-based entrepreneurial opportunities. I will 
actively work to promote equity in emerging opportunity industries such as cannabis 
dispensaries. Oakland has been a clear and progressive leader in the emerging cannabis 
industry, especially in implementing equitable policies to help individuals deeply affected by the 

3 https://www.mainstreetlaunch.org/oakland-business-sustainability-program/ 
4 
http://www.kalw.org/post/hey-area-what-help-there-oakland-businesses-impacted-bus-rapid-transit#strea
m/0 
5 Ibid.  
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“War on Drugs” in starting cannabis-related businesses. I want to continue these progressive 
policies during my time in City Council and promote District 6 as a welcoming and accepting 
place for entrepreneurs to start their businesses and help our local economy thrive while 
promoting and sustaining equity.  

 

Promote District 6 as a Potential Community Tech and Innovation Hub 
More than promoting our district for new small businesses, I want to promote District 6 as a 
potential community tech and innovation hub. For instance, I’d like to see youth training tech 
organizations in our district which trains residents and gives them the job readiness skills they 
need to succeed in today’s job market. As City Councilmember I will support local tech startups 
and advocate strongly that they hire locally and provide training and soft skills to boost our local 
economy. If we invest in incentives to promote job training and local hiring, we decrease the 
number of residents at risk of homelessness and increase the number of people who can afford 
to rent or buy a home. Oakland has the potential to be a huge hub for technology and innovation 
while still maintaining our diversity and cultural identity. We can do this (and have done this) by 
requiring incoming tech businesses to hire locally to give back to our community and respect our 
history and cultural diversity.  

I recognize the fear in new businesses leading to displacement, and I will address this head on. 
As City Councilmember, I will include all stakeholders involved in new business acquisitions so 
residents and business owners alike can work and communicate together in making our city 
more economically stable. I will work collaboratively with my colleagues and key stakeholders 
and community members to address the issues that are critical, if not addressed immediately. I 
will meet with constituents on a regular basis to hear their concerns and work with them on 
existing community and residential projects they are working on to improve the district. 

 
Increase Number of Business Improvement Districts 
More businesses lead to Business Improvement Districts (BID), which increases the viability of 
our District. A BID is a coalition of businesses and commercial property owners within a 
designated area who work to improve their local community and economy.  BIDs can advocate 6

for funding to clean up sidewalks, graffiti, landscaping, and more.  Currently, BIDs in Oakland 7

collectively generate $3.36 million a year from private investments.  I want to work towards 8

developing a BID for District 6, so we can bolster our existing small businesses and work with 
community members and local entrepreneurs to increase our pool of small businesses. I will 
also actively coordinate with all chambers of commerce, neighborhood groups, and the 
business community for input and workable solutions.  
 

6 https://localwiki.org/oakland/Business_Improvement_Districts 
7 http://www2.oaklandnet.com/oakca1/groups/ceda/documents/report/oak032958.pdf  
8 Ibid. 
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